
but many groups like 
the JRVHS had can-
celled all events for the 
remainder of 2021. 
 
However, as the virus 
subsides, I am optimis-
tic that the GWBC can 
soon begin to partici-
pate in events around 
Plymouth this summer 
and fall. Massachusetts 
will re-open 100 percent 
of businesses (without 
restrictions) by June, 
earlier than the previous 
August goal. We will be 
in contact with our part-
ners like the Mayflower 
Society, Pilgrim Hall, 
JRVHS, Mayflower an-
cestral groups to plan 
events and meetings 
later this summer and 
fall. We will certainly 
be in contact with our 
members as information 
changes, as it will most 
likely move quickly. 
This year is the 400th 
anniversary of the first 
Thanksgiving, so we are 
hopeful that there will 
be plenty activities this 
Fall. 
 
The GWBC Board of 
Directors continue 
working collaboratively 
to improve communica-
tion with our members 

In February of 2020, 
leaders from the May-
flower Family Ancestral 
Groups had essentially 
concluded meetings at 
historic Pilgrim Hall in 
anticipation of celebrat-
ing our ancestors 400th 
anniversary of landing 
in Provincetown and 
Plymouth. We had been 
meeting with other Pil-
grim family groups as 
well as the Mayflower 
Society, Pilgrim Pro-
gress, Plymouth400 and 
others for over two 
years. We had left the 
meeting with a packed 
Plymouth 400 schedule 
throughout 2020. The 
Governor William 
Bradford Compact had 
planned to participate in 
several Plymouth 400 
events.  As you know, a 

few weeks later in 
March of 2020, Ameri-
cans were asked to 
close down for a few 
weeks and ultimately all 
events surrounding 
Plymouth 400 were can-
celled. 
 
In 2020, the GWBC had 
three major events 
planned. The JRVHS 
(Maj. John Bradford 
House) had cancelled 
all events for 2020. We 
had committed to host-
ing two events at the 
JRVHS. One was host-
ing a breakfast in Au-
gust and our general 
meeting in September. 
Our breakfast was coor-
dinated with the Alden 
Society meeting that 
weekend. It would have 
been a valuable oppor-
tunity for our two 
groups to socially gath-
er. Furthermore, the 
GWBC had committed 
to participate in the 
Plymouth Embarkation 
Day in September. This 
large event would have 
been a great opportunity 
to reach out to the com-
munity and perhaps in-
crease member-
ship. Earlier this year, 
we were hoping to re-
sume events in 2021, 
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such as enhancing our web-
site and social media pres-
ence.  We have begun the 
search for interesting mer-
chandise to purchase; and of 
course, increase member-
ship. 
The revival of a GWBC 
Newsletter is an important 
step in improving communi-
cation among GWBC Mem-
bers and recruiting future 
members. The “new” News-
letter is the extension of the 
publication composed by Dr. 
John Pogue for many years. 
Every summer, we looked 
forward to Dr. Pogue’s 
Newsletter, containing an 
updated report about the 
GWBC, and information on 
the annual general meeting 
in occurring in August/ Sep-
tember.  
 
We foresee publishing this 
newsletter a few times per 
year. Please let us know if 
you have any questions 
about the GWBC or interest-
ing stories to add to future 
newsletters. 
 
Best regards, 
Henry “Chip” Bradford 
President, GWBC 



 

• Olivia Mutchler, of Iowa, descendat 

of Alice 

• Stephen Beverage, of Maine, de-

scendant of Sarah 

• Gregory Bevan, of Ohio, descendant 

of John 

• Glenn Williams, of Virginia, de-

scendant of Sara 

• Judith Chapman-Syverson, of Virgin-

ia, descendant of Thomas 

• Carla Ashton-Cohen, of Massachusetts, 

descendant of Samuel 

• Janine Turner, of Virginia, descendant 

of Hannah 

We are pleased to welcome new members to 

GWBC! 

• Kay McGirr, of Hawaii, descendant of Hannah 

• Marti Johnson, of South Carolina, descendant 

of Hannah 

• Beverly Goodale, of Massachusetts, descendant 

of Elisha 

• Meg Averett, of North Carolina, descendant of 

Alice 

• Louise Wagner, of Connecticut, descendant of 

Samuel 
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W e l c o m e  N e w  M e m b e r s !  

M a y f l o w e r  G B O A  M e e t i n g — S e p  8 - 1 2 ,  2 0 2 1  

The General Society of Mayflower Descendants  

will host a General Board of Assistants meeting 

iat Hotel 1620 n Plymouth from September 8-

12.  The GWBC will host a table during the 

event registration Thursday-Saturday.  The 

table will have several items for sale, including 

a Bradford flag ornament, made in the USA by 

the manufacturers of the White House Christ-

mas ornament, as well as Major John Bradford 

Homestead notecards, also made in the USA.  

The ornament will be available for $20, and the 

notecards will be packs of 10 with envelopes for 

$10.  Either item can be shipped for $5 per pur-

chase.  Please contact Annie John at msan-

niejohn@gmail.com for purchase.  Purchases 

will soon be available on mygwbc.org, as well. 

In addition to hosting a table during the May-

flower GBOA, we will participate in the unveil-

ing of the new Bradford statue at the Mayflower 

Society house on Saturday, September 11, at 

2:30. 

If you are planning to attend the Mayflower 

GBOA meeting, please stop by and say hi! 

GWBC exclusive ornaments, 

$20 

GWBC exclusive notecards, 

pack of 10 for $10 



Test flight! On May 20, 2021 

P i l g r i m  M o n u m e n t  B r a d f o r d  A c c e s s  P r o j e c t  

 

 

 

M e e t  Y o u r  G W B C  O f f i c e r s  
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The Pilgrim Monument and Provincetown Museum at-
tract between 90,000 and 100,000 visitors annually. It’s 
hoped that this new access from Bradford Street will in-
crease visitor numbers by 33 to 55%. The increase in traf-
fic will help to offset the approximate $5M cost of the 
project 

By: John Kelly 

A new and unique way to access to the Pilgrim Monument 
and Provincetown Museum in Provincetown is expected to 
open  this month. Formally designated as The Bradford Ac-
cess Project, the new  system is an inclined elevator that will 
be able to carry 18 passengers at a time up the 85 ft. slope 
known as High Pole Hill, from Bradford Street to the en-
trance of the Monument and Museum. The “elevator” was 
built to improve pedestrian access to the monument from the 
center of town. Originally planned to coincide with the 400th 
anniversary of the Pilgrims' landing in Provincetown and 
honor the area’s centuries-old history, construction had been 
delayed due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

As described in a Sept. 2020 article written by Catherine A. 
Cardno, PhD., for the The Civil Engineering Source maga-
zine, the project is "offering a pedestrian connection between 
Provincetown’s commercial downtown and the almost 253 ft 
tall Pilgrim Monument at the top. The cornerstone of the 
Monument was laid by President Theodore Roosevelt in 
1907, and the completed structure was dedicated by Presi-
dent William Howard Taft in 1910. The elevator cabin will 
operate on a track between two 20 by 20 ft pavilions, one 
located within the town’s Bas Relief Park, which commemo-
rates the signing of the Mayflower Compact, and the other 
about 80 ft higher at the top of the hill.”  

The single cabin, or tram, will take about two minutes to 
make a one-way trip with it's maximum load of 18. It is ex-
pected that the system will run throughout the day during the 
summer season, with shorter operating hours during the off-
season. 



gutter parallel to the property 

line and near it so as to prevent 

or discourage the drivers of 

automobiles from running 

them on to the property in 

turning -  making it inconven-

ient for them to get on the lot 

is probably essential if the lot 

is not to be made into a shabby 

parking space…….”   

By: John Kelly 

The Bradford plot, about a half acre, 

was sold to the Massachusetts Society 

of Mayflower Descendants in 1897 by 

Thomas Bradford Drew. The 

price was $400, no doubt a 

significant sum almost 125 

years ago. The plot is a 

small section of an original 

1627 land grant to Governor 

William Bradford in what is 

now Kingston, Massachu-

setts. There was a house 

built somewhere on that land 

as early as 1634 but it is not 

known if Governor Bradford 

lived there. However, it does 

appear that Governor Brad-

ford’s son, Major William 

Bradford, lived in a house 

somewhere on the original 

property.  

In 1921, the famous land-

scape architect Frederick 

Law Olmsted, proposed improvements 

to the Bradford plot. In his proposal 

Mr. Olmsted stated “it would be a 

great improvement to plant it up with 

trees as a background to the boulder” 

and further he said “a well defined and 

One hundred years later, the 

Massachusetts Society of 

Mayflower Descendants 

(MSMD) is currently making 

improvements to the plot. 

Those improvements include 

the planting of trees along the 

rear boundary of the plot this 

fall, fencing along each side 

(already completed), and short 

posts along the front of the 

B r a d f o r d  L o t  

 

P a g e  4  

plot in order to accomplish 

Olmsted’s one hundred-year-

old recommendation "to pre-

vent or discourage the drivers 

of automobiles from running 

them on to the property in turn-

ing -  making it inconvenient 

for them to get on the lot is 

probably essential if the lot is 

not to be made into a shabby 

parking space.” 

Work on the plot has been 

delayed due to COVID’s im-

pact on the availability of land-

scapers, however, the MSMD 

is actively pursuing completion 

of the work.  

On August 12, 2020  the Mayflower II set sail. She passed by 

Board Member John Kelly near the CC Canal just after leaving 

Mass Maritime.  She was escorted out of the canal until reach-

ing the CC Bay.  Photos provided by John. 

M a y f l o w e r  I I  s e t s  s a i l  


